Save Port Sunlight Opposition to the Wharf Street Development

If you are attending this website concerning the redevelopment proposals for the area adjacent to Wharf Street, the chances are you are a Port Sunlight resident, or at least concerned about what is going to happen in this supposedly ‘neglected’ area of the village. ( This neglected appearance being largely due to an unsightly fence, a hastily laid access road and a certain amount of rubble and weed growth - all things which could easily have been kept in order by a landowner with a little respect for the residents and visitors to this otherwise immaculate conservation area.)

The Port Sunlight Village Trust has pointed out money is urgently needed for the conservation and maintenance of their properties as well as the village gardens and landscape. We do not in principle oppose the idea of developments that would enhance the village environment, but feel that money should not be raised by schemes that will irreversibly damage this very special place. The Trust appear to be contradicting their own mission ‘to preserve the essential character of Port Sunlight for the benefit of the nation’ (which presumably includes us residents as well !) by putting forward this planning proposal with Miller Homes for a highly intrusive and inappropriate development in an attractive and so far unspoilt village location.  We believe that the financial situation has been misrepresented. 

The area at the bottom of the Dell and the adjacent green spaces are very popular with local families, frequently visited by tourist coaches and surrounded on most sides by beautiful old Port Sunlight houses. The proposed ‘factory’ style development, perhaps suitable for urban city centre apartments, is surely out of character here and would destroy this scenic area for ever. It must be possible, with architecturally sensitive and respectful designs, to achieve a solution that could at the very least minimise the impact of this development on the existing landscape, and at best enhance or even improve this part of the conservation area.

We are asking that these plans be reconsidered, and that local opinion is not only sought but acted upon at all stages of the planning process. Miller Homes are obviously concerned about the opposition to their initial plans, so why have they and the Trust taken so little notice of the primary objections of residents. These were to do with the style (local opinion favours village vernacular), the density (far greater than in any other part of the village) and the scale (three storeys all round being out of proportion to all the other houses in the area)of the development ? Many people also feel that larger homes are needed in the area, as a family oriented development would create a more balanced and socially cohesive community and help reduce the incidence of crime and vandalism, whereas the proposed gated and enclosed development would have a detrimental effect on the surrounding area. A better approach might be to provide rough outline plans for 2 or 3 alternative schemes, and invite the public to nominate a favourite. This would then let people have a real opportunity to participate in decisions that could have a major impact on their future lives in the village.

If you agree with some or all of the content of this leaflet, and want to help make a difference in Port Sunlight, it is important to make yourself heard. Write or email the Trust, Miller Homes, English Heritage, Wirral Council, local MP’s etc. with your comments. The more people who do this the better. You might like to join or be active in the Save Port Sunlight pressure group or the Village Society. The latter will most likely be reorganised as a fully fledged residents association at the next AGM on the 6th of April. This could really make a difference in enabling local people to have a much greater influence on what happens in Port Sunlight as a whole.

Depending on the outcome of the consultation and planning application we may be organising further action towards achieving a solution to this ongoing problem that will satisfy Miller Homes, the Trust, local residents and all those who know and love Port Sunlight, ensuring a happy and secure future for all concerned.

